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11% Wor ſhipful Grand Maſter, and Brethren all, 

HERE never was a ſtranger paradox advanced, than 
that, which the gloomy philoſopher of Malmeſbury, hath 
laboured to ſupport, againſt the Ssciability of Man. 

Every feeling of the human heart, —every trait in the human 
character, —every line in the hiſtory of civilized nature, ſerves 
to explode the idea; and to convince us,“ That Man is a being 
« formed for ſociety, and deriving from thence his higheſt felicity 


« and IO Sf. Ie indeed, the hiſtory of mankind might 
well 


* The 1 and 3 Abbé Reynall, bs his admirable «6 Hiſtory of 
the political and commercial State of the Eaſt and Weſt Indies,” ſpeaks thus on 
the ſubject of Sociability. Society naturally reſults from population, and go- 
s vernment is a patt of the ſocial ſtate. From conſidering the few wants that 
% men have, in proportion to the reſources which nature affords them; the little 
« aſſiſtance and happineſs they find in the civil ſtate, in compariſon of the pains 
<« and evils they accumulate in it; their inſtint for independence and liberty, 
% common to them with all other living beings, together with a number of 
« reaſons drawn from their natural conſtruction ; from conſidering all theſe 
things, it has been doubted, whether ſociability was ſo natural to mankind 2 
as it has generally been thought to be, 


« But, on the other hand, the helpleſſneſs and Sen of man's infancy; 
<« the nakedneſs of his body, not covered either with hair or feathers; the ten- 
| B e dency 
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1 
well be conſidered as © the bitory of ſoclal life; perpetually and 


„ invariably tending more and more to perfection,” 


It is not to be doubted, that the mighty Maſter-hand, which 
with ſo much facility created from the duſt of the earth the 
{709 firſt inhabitants of it, could, with qual caſe, have created 
thouſands of the ſame ſpecies, and have given them all the means 
and advantages of perfect civilization. But He thought good 
to create two only, with an evident purpoſe to a gradual po- 
pulation of the earth which he had formed\; and to a gradual 
advancement of thoſe improvements, for which He wiſely fitted 
the human mind; and in which He as wiſely Etcrmined to 


keep that mind continually mg 


we 


f 


« dency of his mind to perfection, the neceſſary conſequence of the lengtfi of 
« his liſe; maternal fondneſs, which is increaſed by cares and fatigues; which, 


ic after it has carried the child in the womb for nine months, ſuckles it, and 
« bears it in its arms for whole years; the reciprocal attachment ariſing from 
« this habit between two beings that relieve and careſs each other; the nu- 


« merous marks of intercourſe in an organization, that adds to the accents of 


« the voice, common to ſo many animals, the language of the fingers, and of 
« geſtures that are peculiar to the human race; natural events, which in a 
„ hundred different ways may bring together, or re unite wandering and free 
« individuals; accidents and unforeſeen wants, which oblige them to meet for 
« the purpoſes of hunting, fiſhing, or even of defence; in a word, the example 
« of ſo many creatures that live in herds, ſuch as amphibious animals and ſea- 
« monſters, flights of cranes and other birds, even inſets that are found in. 
« columns and in ſwarms :—All theſe facts and reaſonings ſeem to prove, that 
c man by his nature tends to ſociability, and that he reaches that end ſo much 
e the more ſpeedily, as he cannot populate much under the torrid zone, with- 
out being collected into wandering or ſedentary tribes ; nor ſpread himſelf 
© much under the other zones, without aſſociating with his fellow creatures, 
« for the prey and the ſpoils which the wants of food and clothing require,” 


Vol. iv. p. 397. Engliſh Tranſlation. 


Hence, 


E 

Hence, we perceive, that from this fertile and unexhauſted 
ſtorehouſe of human intelligence and invention, arts, ſciences, 
and culture of every kind have proceeded, with gradual 
progrels ; and Man,—peculiarly diſtinguiſhed as he is from 
the whole animal creation, by his boundleſs capability of in- 
vention and improvement Ma hath ſtill gone on to cultivate 
and adorn ſocial life: and to beautify and bleſs that life with 
all which Uzi/ity could aſk ; which Reaſon could approve ; nay, 
or even the luxuriance of Fancy itſelf, with charmed eyes, 
could delight in and admire ! 


Immortality and glory crown the nen —thoſe truly great and 
diſtinguiſhed worthies, who have nobly added to the advance- 
ment of human happineſs, by the advancement of civilization ! 
— who, by the invention or improvement of arts and ſciences, — 
of religion and laws, by Human or civil culture, — have been 
inſtrumental to exalt the . and to enlarge the comforts 
of their ſpecies ! | 


Kings of the earth who have furled with exulting triumph 
your ſtandards, crimſon'd in fellow-creatures' blood l—mighty 
conquerors who have proudly built your fame on wide-ſpread 
ruin, and fearful devaſtation ! how doth your falſe honour 
fade, and fink into darkneſs and obſcurity, before the ever- 
living luſtre of hein genuine glory—thoſe fathers, friends, and 
benefactors of mankind—thoſe true heroes, who, like their Juſt 


emblem, the Sun, have perpetually diffuſed life, bleſſing, be- 


neficence; have exiſted only to e improve, and hu- 
manize the world! 


Theſe -Illiſtrious Hearers! are the men, whom we exult to 
call BRETHREN : and of this truly honourable fraternity it is, 


| that MASONRY, throughout all ages, hath been compoſed : an 


B 3 inſtitution, 


aA SALES. 


AnT1QUI- 
TY, 


4 ] 


inſtitution, — not, as the ignorant and uninſtructed vainly ſuppoſe, 
ſounded on unmeaning myſtery, and ſupported by mere good 


fellowſhip :>—but “ an inſtitution founded on eternal Reaſon and 


Truth; whoſe deep baſis is the civiligation of mankind; and 
„ whole everlaſting glory it is, to have the immoveable ſup- 
port of thoſe two mighty pillars, Science, and Morality !” 

In proof of what I advance, permit me juſt to touch, with 
a paſling pencil, —as the time, —not as the unlimited nature of 
my ſubject, will admit ,—juſt to touch upon—(1.) the An- 
TIQUITY;—(92.) the ExZENT ;— (g.) the COMPREHENSIVE- 
NESS; — (4) the EXCELLENCE and UTiLITY of our Royal 
Art; of whole daily-advancing progreſs, highly-flouriſhing Pate, 
and unqueſtionable merit, who can doubt a moment—that be- 
holds this ſplendid EDI rer; that conſiders this lovely, nn. 
able, and illuſtrious aſſemblage ? 


1. And permit me to obſerve, that the brighteſt titles 
ſuffer no diminution of luſtre; nay, that Nobility itſelf de- 
rives diſtinction, from the ſupport and countenance of an in- 
ſtitution ſo venerable. For, if ANT1qQuiTY merits our atten- 
tion, and demands our reverence, —where will the ſociety 
be found, that hath an equal claim? — Maſons are well in- 
formed from their own private and interior records, that the 
building of Solemon's Temple is an important era, from whence 
they derive many myſteries of their art. Now, be it remem- 
bered, that this great event took place above 4 thouſand years 
before the Chriſtian æra; and conſequently more than a century 
before Homer, the firſt of the Grecian poets, wrote; and above 
five centuries before Pythagoras * brought from the Eaſt his 


* See Dacier's Life of Pythagaras, 1945 
ſublime 


bf 


E808 


ſublime ſyſtem of truly me/onic inſtruction, to illuminate our 
Weſtern world. | | 

But, remote as is this period, we date not from thence the 
commencement of our Art, For though it might owe to the 
wiſe and glorious King of Iſrael ſome of its many myſtic forms 
and hieroglyphic ceremonies, yet certainly the Art itſelf is coeval 
with Man, the great ſubje& of it. Nay, it may be well ſtiled 
coeval with Creation; when the Sovereign ARCHITECT raiſed on 
maſonic principles this beauteous globe ;—and commanded that: 
maſter-ſrience Geometry to lay the rule to the planetary world, and: 
to regulate by its laws the whole ſtupendous ſyſtem, in juſt un- 
erring proportion rolling round the central Sus! 


2. And as Maſinry is of this remote antiquity, ſo is it, ExTERT:. 
as might reaſonably be imagined, of boundleſs ExT ENT. 
We trace its footſteps in the moſt diſtant, the moſt remote 
ages and nations of the world. We find it amongſt the firſt. 
and molt celebrated crviltzers of the Eat *: we deduce it re- 

* 

* < The beauty and fertility of thoſe climes [the Eaſtern],” ſays Abbe Reynall,. 
“e hath ever engendered a moſt numerous race of people, as well as abundance 
„of fruits of all kinds, There, laws and arts, the offspring of genius and 
„ tranquillity, have ariſen from the ſettled ſtate of government; and luxury, 
e the parent of every enjoyment that attends induſtry, has ſprung out of the 
* richneſs of the ſoil. India, China, Perſia, and Egypt, were in poſſeſſion 
cc not only of all the ſtores of nature, but alſo of the moſt brilliant inventions of 
„art. War has frequently obliterated every monument of genius in theſe parts, 
but they revive again out of their own ruins, as well as mankind. Not un- 

like thoſe laborious ſwarms we ſee periſh in their hives by the wintry blaſt of 

„ the north, and which reproduce themſelves in ſpring; retaining till the 
« ſame love of toil and order. There are certain Aſiatic nations, which have 
« {ti]] preſerved the arts of luxury with their materials, notwithſtanding the 
« incurſions _ conqueſts of the Tartars,” Vol. iy. p. 483. 


gularly, 


1 
gularly, from the firſt aſtronomers on the plains of Cha/dea, to 
| | the wiſe and myſtic kings and prieſts of Egypt“; the ſages of 
Greece, the philoſophers of Rome :—nay, and even to the rude and 
Gothic builders of a dark and degenerate age; whole vaſt temples 
ſtill remain amongſt us, as monuments of their attachment to 
the Maſonic Arts, and as high proofs of a taſte, which, however 
irregular, muſt always be eſteemed awful and venerable +, | 


In truth, in no civilized age or country hath Maſinry been 
neglected : the moſt illuſtrious characters. kings and nobles, 
—ſages and legiſlators, — authors and artiſts, — have thought 
it their glory to protect and to honour it.— And, at the 
preſent hour, while we find the Brotherhood ſucceſsfully eſta- 
bliſhed in every kingdom of the earth, we are happy to rank 
in that liſt many names, which do honour to theic own,— 
would have done honour to any, age. To enumerate them would 
be a taſk abundantly pleaſing ; but the time allows me not. 
It would, however, be inexcuſable to omit particulariſing that 
Hero-King, that bright and northern ſtar, whom the admiring 
world allows to be one of the greateſt princes, and of whom 
we may juſtly boaſt as one of the firſt and moſt diſtinguiſhed 
| friends and lovers of our Art! f—that ancient, honourable At, 


| | for 
| | 
j 
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* The regal and ſacerdotal offices, in the ancient world, were frequently 
united; Melchizedec was king and prieſt; and Virgil ſpeaks of Anius under 
the ſame characters: | 


Rex Anius, rex idem hominum Phebique ſacerdoss An. iii. 80. 


+ So Abbe Reynall obſerves, - The Gothic ages have left us ſome monu- 
*« ments, the boldneſs and majeſty of which ſtill ſtrike the eye amidſt the ruins 
4 of taſte and elegance. P. 526. 


t I cannot with-hold from my Reader the following eulogium on the King 
of Pruſſia, by the hiſtorian ſo often quoted, and whoſe work alone would con- 
; 9 | fer 


+ Ike 


„ | 

for whoſe promotion and dignity LoDGEs are opened in every 
quarter of the globe.—For I cannot but remark with peculiar 
pleaſure, that in whatſoever elſe men may diſpute and diſagree, 
yet they are all unanimous to reſpect and to ſupport a ſingu- 
larly amiable inſtitution; which annihilates all parties; conciliates 
all private opinions; and renders thoſe who by their Almighty 
Father were made of one blood, to be alſo of one heart and one 
mind; BRETHREN, bound, firmly bound togeiher by that in- 
diſſoluble tie“ the love of their Gop, and the love of their 
« Kind.” | | | 


3. This alone might well be judged-a ſufficient reaſon for the 
extent, and, if we may ſo ſay, univerſality of the Craft, But, 


when to this we farther add, the COMPREHENSIVENESS of the 


inſtitution, and the vaſt circle of arts and ſciences which it takes 
in, we ſhall no longer wonder at that extent; but. be fatisfied,, 


fer immortality. « The King of Pruſſia alone hath invented a new method of 
« diſciplining armies, of heading battles, and of gaining victories. This 
<« prince, who would have been better ſerved by another nation, and certainly 


better commended than he could poſſibly be by his own 3 who hath not had, 


“ ſince Alexander, his equal in hiſtory, for extent and variety of talents; 
& who, without having been himſelf formed by Greeks, hath. been able to 


Courze- 
HENSIVE - 
NESS» 


C form Lacedæmonians; he, in a word, who hath deſerved, beyond all others, 


e that his name ſhould be recorded in his age, as a diſtinQion vying in great- 
«© neſs with thoſe of the fineſt ages of the world: this ſame King of Pruſſia 
bath totally changed the principles of war, by giving in ſome meaſure to the 
legs an advantage over the arms; that is to ſay, that by the rapidity of his 
“ evolutions, and the celerity of his marches, he hath always excelled his 
« enemies, even when he hath not conquered them. All the nations of Eu- 
„ rope have been obliged to imitate his example, in order not to be obliged to 
„ ſubmit to him. He will enjoy the glory, ſince it is one, of having raiſed 
«© the art of war to a degree of perfection, from which, fortunately, it cannot 
« but degenerate.” P. 452, 


* 
* 


« That 


„That Masonry muſt and will always keep pace, and run 
parallel with the culture and civiliaation of mankind,” Nay, 
we may pronounce, with ſtrict 'truth, That where Maſonry is 
not, civilization will never be found. And ſo in fact it appears: 
for, in /avage countries, and barbarous climes, — where opera- 
tive Maſonry never lays the ſine, nor ſtretches the compaſs ;—where 
1kilful Architecture never plans the dome, nor rears the well-or- 
.dered column ;—on thoſe benighted realms, liberal Science never 
ſmiles, nor does ingenuous Art exalt, refine, embelliſh, and 
ſoften the mind * 

But, give MasonRy once to exert her heaven-deſcended ta- 
lents, even in realms like thoſe ;—let her rear the dwelling, 
and teach the lofty temple to emulate the clouds ;—ſee what 
a train of Arts immediately enter, and join, in ample ſate, to 
give their patron Architecture completion and glory Lol 
at their head, Sculpture with his animating chiſſel bids the 
forming marble breathe !—See Painting with his vivid pencil 

| ſteal 


* Ovid's famous line is ſo well known, and become, as it were, ſuch a ge- 
neral axiom, that it is ſcarce needful even to hint at it, 
Ingenuas didici/ſe, &c. 


+ © The Genius,” ſays Abbe Reynall, “which preſides over Deſign raiſed 


ce three of theſe arts at once; I mean Architecture, Sculpture, and Painting. 


& Architecture, in which convenience of itſelf regulated thoſe proportions of 
« ſymmetry that contribute to give pleaſure to the eye; Sculpture, which flat- 
« ters princes, and is the reward of great men; and Painting, which perpe- 
e tuates the remembrance of noble actions, and the inſtances of mutual love.” 
And ſpeaking of the union and dependance of the arts and manufaRures, he 
goes on, ** ManufaQtures contribute to the advancement of knowledge and of 
ee the ſciences. The torch of induſtry ſerves at once to enlighten a vaſt ho- 
«6 rizon. No art is ſingle: the greater part of them have their forms, modes, 
„ inftruments, and elements, in common. The mechanics themſelves have 


contributed prodigiouſly to extend the ſtudy of mathematics, Every branch 
| | 9 * 


1 
ſteal Nature's faireſt tints, while the, glowing canvas tarts 
beneath his touch into beauty and life See the long labours 
of the loom; the ſtoried tapeſtry, and the rich wrought filk, 


employed to decorate the habitation which every art and every 
exertion of the manufacturer and mechanic are buſied to com- 


plete. | 
But not the manual arts alone attend: hark!—through 
the finiſhed dome divine Muſic pours her ſoul-commanding 
ſounds; with her artful] hand and finely-varied tones ſweetly 
enforcing the lofty and  infirufiive leſſons of heaven-born 
Poeſy which, whilſt it wraps the delighted mind in deep con- 
templation, gives birth and being to thoſe ſage, thoſe civil, 
thoſe /eg/lative and moral plans ;—or, in one word, to all that 
round of ſpeculatrve Maſonry, which ſecures, adorns, and dig- 
nifies ſociety ; and repreſents in ftrong contraſt the /avage, and 


the civilized man * 


Thus 


« of the genealogical tree of ſcience has unfolded itſelf with the progreſs of the 
« arts and handicrafts, Mines, mills, cloth-works, dying, have enlarged the 
ſphere of philoſophy and natural hiſtory. Luxury has given riſe to the art 
«© of enjoyment, which is entirely dependant on the liberal arts. As ſoon as 
C Architecture admits of ornaments without, it brings with it decorations for 
« the inſide of our houſes; while Sculpture and Painting are at the ſame time 
& at work for the embelliſhment and adorning of the edifice. The art of De- 
« ſign is employed in our dreſs and furniture. The pencil, ever fertile in 
% novelty, is varying without end its ſketches and ſhades on our ſtuffs and our 
& porcelain. The powers of genius are exerted in compoſing at leiſure maſter- 
„ pieces of poetry and eloquence, or thoſe happy ſyſtems of policy and philo- 
od ſophy, which reſtore to the people their natural rights, and to ſovereigns 
« all their glory, which conſiſts in reigning over the heart and the mind, over 
<< the opinion and will of their ſubjeAs, by the means of reaſon and equity.” 


P. 492. | | 
See the hiſtories of the Savages in America, Kamſchatza, Greenland, &c. 
The ingenious Author of The View of the internal Evidence of the Chriflian Reli- 
C gion, 


_ 


Thus comprebenſi ve is he noble Art we boaſt; and ſuch 
are the triumphs of Architecture alone, in whoſe ample graſp - 
are contained ſuch numberleſs benefits to human nature, and 
which may juſtly be deemed the peculiar and favourite child of ci= 
vilization, as well as the unerring mark and criterion of that civi- 
lization, and of the progreſs of the fine arts in every ſtate. 
Were I to proceed—or had I aſſumed for my proof that won- 
derful, all- informing ſcience on which Maſonry is built; nay, 
and which, proud Miftreſs of Arts —iſſues forth her command- 
ing laws not only to thoſe arts, but even to nature—even to na- 
ture's ampleſt round—the ſolar ſyſtem itſelf :—had Geometry 
been my theme—the time would have failed me to have re- 
counted even a part of that comprehenſive extent and reach of 
inſtruQtion ;—that inexhaufted fund of information and know- 
ledge, of improvement and advantage, which it imparts to its 
ſtudious votaries. Happy votaries,—adepts in true Maſonry, — 
ever the zealous and moſt ardent admirers of natural. and 
moral beauty ! for they are eſpecially ſenſible of the beauties of 
that wor/d, which, amongſt the intelligent Greeks, knew no 
other name. And well indeed might it be ſtyled Koc, eſſen- 
tial BRAU TY,“ —for it excels, at once, in all the regularity of 
order, the exactneſs of proportion, the glow of colouring, the 


force of expreſſion, and the ſtrength of deſign. 


gion (to whom I am happy in an opportunity to pay my feeble tribute of thanks 
for his uſeful, well-timed, and irrefragable work) obſerves, ©* That if we turn 
« our eyes to thoſe remote regions of the globe, to which ſupernatural aſſiſtance 
<« has never yet extended, we ſhall there ſee men, endued with ſenſe, and rea- 
« ſon, not inferior to our own, ſo far from being capable of forming ſyſtems of 
&« religion and morality, that they are at this day totally unable to make a nail or a 
« hatchet / From whence we may ſurely be convinced, that reaſon alone is fo 
<« far from being ſufficient to offer to mankind a perfect religion, that it has 
<< never yet been able te lead them te any degree of culture or civilization !”* 
P. 116, &c, 

8 A» Ex- 


1 4 


4. But future and more extenſive diſcuſſions of this high and 
entertaining theme may one day, perhaps, through your honour- 
able ſanction, happily engage my pen *. For the prgſent. —after 
what hath been already advanced, can any man doubt a moment 
of „the EXCELLENCE and UTILITY of Masonky,” thus deep 
in antiquity, boundleſs in extent, and univerſal in its com- 
prehenſion of ſcience, operative and ſpeculative: thus, in its 
wide boſom, embracing at once the whole circle of Arts and 
Morals ? 


To attempt its encomium (particularly after what has been 


already fo ably, ſo elegantly, advanced by my worthy bro- 
ther +) would be © waſteful and ſuperfluous exceſs;” would be, 
in the fine language of our firſt and ſublimeſt of Bards, 


To gild refined gold, to paint the lily, 
« To throw a perfume on the violet ; 
ec To ſmooth the ice; to add another hue 
* Unto the rainbow; or, with taper-light _ 
10 To ſeek the beauteous eye of Heav'n to garniſh.” 


For who, in this poliſhed, this improving age, is inſenſible of 
the attraction, the excellence, the utility of the Fine Arts, the 
Liberal Sciences 15 Who in this peculiarly humane and philan- 

thropic 


See the Propoſals at the End. 

+ Mr. HESBLTIxE, the Grand Secretary, whoſe Exardium was not more ele- 
gant and inſtructive, than ably and eloquently delivered. 

t It is a pleaſure to remark, that while our country has equalled Rome in arms, 
ſhe is every day advancing, and we truſt will rival Greece in Arts; — ſo that Vir- 
gil's fine compliment to both theſe countries, we may hope, will be completely 
applicable to herz 
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thropic æra, is cold to the call of BENEVOLENCE, —that never 
failing attendant on the ingenuous Arts ;—that all-pervading, 
a}l-performing virtue, which in one ſhort and eaſy word, Thou 
ſhalt love thy neighbour as thyſelf, comprizes all duty, and con- 
ſummates the round of moral perfection. 

Indeed, the celebrated Eulogy which CictRo paſſeth on 
philoſophy, may with equal propriety be applied to Masonzr, 
duly practiſed and rightly underſtood. For in that view, it 
will be found eminently “ the improvement of youth, and the 
6 delight of old age. The ornament of proſperity, the refuge 
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« and folace of adverſe hours: it pleaſes at home; is no in- be”: 
* bd ? . IM 
„ cumbrance abroad: it lodges with us; travels with us; and [7 


« adds amuſement and pleaſure to our rural retirement +.” 


With 


RW 2792 7 
* ws E440 5 * F 
=, OUR 25 1 eo. AC . x 


IS ES 
L - > ny 4 


N — 
S 


« Excudent alii ſirantia mollius æra 
« Credo equidem, vivos ducent de marmore vultus; 
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|; c Orabunt cauſas melius, cœlique meatus 1 
l « Deſcribent radio, & ſurgentia ſidera dicent: 1 
fs - % Tu regere imperio populos, Romane, memento! -* 
#1 H tibi erunt artes; paciſque imponere morem, 
bs % Parcere ſubjeCtis, & debellare ſuperbos. | 
4 | An. vi. 847. 
1 Biſhop Hall, in bis Que Vadis (p. 644.), ſpeaking of England, ſays, * The 
„ double praiſe which was of old given to two great nations, that Italie could 


© not be put downe for armes, nor Greece for learning, is happily met in our one 
« [land. Thoſe therfore that croſs the ſeas to fill their braine, doe but travel] 


northward for heat, and ſeeke that candle which they carry in their hande,” 


+ *« Hzc ſtudia adoleſcentiam alunt, ſenectutem obleRant; ſecundas res ornant; | 
« adverſis perfugium ac ſolatium præbent; delectant domi; non impediunt foras ; 
e pernoctant nobiſcum; peregrinantur; ruſticantur.” And ſo alſo Vitruvius, in 


his Preface, p. 14. finely obſerves, + DoCtum (hae in ſcientia) ſolum ex omni- 
bus, 
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4 fortunæ caſus poſle deſpicere,” | Vitruv. Prefat, L. vi. 


1 

With heart- felt zeal and ſincerity, allow me then, right 
noble and worthy Brethren, to congratulate you on the advance- 
ment, the progreſs, and. preſent ſtate of our uſeful, excellent, 
antique, and myſtic Lore! more particularly allow me to con- 
gratulate you, on this great and feſtive day; on this ſolemn DE- 
DICAT1ON with high pomp and ſong, of an EDIFIce, which does 
equal credit to its architect, and to the craft; and which pro- | 
miſes a long line of ſtability and glory to Maſonry, in this its 


favourite land! 

And while by our ſincere coca and /riendly regard each for 
the other ;—while by our liberal and merciful religf of the 
Brethren in diſtreſs ; while by the eſtabliſhment of an univerſal. 
language and communication, for the attainment of thoſe two 
important purpoſes throughout the earth, under the ſeal of moſt 
ſacred andinviolable jecre/y ;— whilſt thus, we ſeem to have amply 
provided for the intereſts of BEXEVOLENCE: fo let us, by every 
method, and by every encouragement in our power, court the 
LIBERAL ARTS to come and dwell amongſt us: let the means of 


their cultivation aid improvement be the frequent ſubject of 


our | beſt and moſt ſerious diſquiſitions: let us endeavour to 
hold ſorth, every engaging allurement, that they may approach 
and apply their elegant and. wonder-working tingers, to finiſh 
the beauties of this well-ordered dome; and to make it, what-. 
we wiſh, the diſtinguiſhed reſidence of immortal MAasoxxy ! 

An æra, which cannot be far diſtant: for the magnificence of 
our building, in ſo ſhort a period, thus wonderfully grown up 
before us, ſpeaks in emphatic language, at once the zeal and 


« bus, neque in alienis locis peregrinum eſſe, neque, amiſſis familiaribus & ne- 
e ceſlariis, inopem amicorum; fed in omni civitate civem cenſeri, adverſoſque 


ha- 


7 
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the ability of its friends; and ſtimulates, —with a force far be- 
yond all the eloquence of the moſt perſuaſive orator; ſtimulates 


every noble heart to a gallant emulation, and muſt inſpire a 
wiſh to contribute towards the perfection of ſo beautiful and 
elegant a deſign. 

Nor can the brilliant and generous example of that inuſtrious 
NoBLEMAN, who ſo honourably pre/ides over us, want its due 
effect; — a Nobleman, —you, my Brethren, all agree with me— 
not more diſtinguiſhed as a Maſon than as a Man ! whoſe love of 
liberal Arts, and whoſe regard for moral virtue, are not confin- 
ed to the Lodge, but accompany and adorn him in all the 
walks of life! Under ſuch auſpices may the Craft reſt happy 
and ſecure, and flouriſh for ever as the Palm /—and may this 
HALL, awefully dedicated to Maſonry, to Virtue, to Benevolence, 
ſtill and for ever behold each ennobling ſcience, each ingenuous 
Art, ſmile and triumph, ſoften and civilize beneath its roof !— 
May private friendſhip and public virtue dignify and diſtin- 
guiſh the heart and character of every Maſon, who here ſhall 
form and fill the myſtic Lodge! 


And when the ſacred ſolemn rites are done, when feſtive 


hilarity aſſumes his ſocial ſeat, may decent politeneſs, and 
ſweetly ſmiling innocence, for ever wreathe the chaplet for his 
brow, crown his S, and command his ſong / 


And while, amidſt the ſcientific labours of the Lodge, elevat- 
cd ſchemes of improving Art engage and enrapture our Minds; 
while holy and ancient myſteries warm the imagination with im- 
provement's kindred glow :—while in the mournful inveſtiga- 
tion of a Brother's wants pleading pity melts our eye, and ge- 
nerous compaſſion ſwells the feeling breaſt: - while amidſt the 
chearful exertions of inoffenſive mirth, of heart-enlarging, 


* See the Ceremonial of Dedication. 
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friendly communication, — reflection ſhall be enabled to look 
| back with pleaſure, and impartial conſcience ſhall find nothing 
* | to diſapprove: then, my Brethren, may we, with comfort and 
| with confidence, lift up our adoring hearts :— 

AND WE DOLIFT THEM UP To Thee,Great Nature's adorable 
and wonderous Geometrician ! Almighty Parent of the World ! 
wiſe Former of Man imploring on this, and on all our other 
laudable undertakings, thy favour, thy bleſſing, thy aid, without 
which, vain and fruitleſs are all the efforts of feeble men !— 
"Tis from Thee, beneficent Founder of our frame, that we have 
received, the heart to feel; the hand to labour; the eye to be- 
hold; the ear to hear; the tongue to proclaim ; and all the fa- 
culties which make us /uſceptible of moral, partakers of natural 
good !—Teach us, then, to delight in them, to improve them 
as thy bleſſing; and through the beauty, order, and excellence 
of created things, to view, contemplate and adore thy uncreated 

excellence and beauty 

Formed as thy Temple, and enriched with the ornaments of 
thy creative wiſdom, —conſummate Architect of thy maſter build- 
ing, Man !—we look up to Thee, to inſpire us with underſtand- 
ing, with ſcience, with virtue, with all which can dignify, refine, 
and exalt our nature, and render the temple at leaſt not wholly un- 
worthy of its ſacred inhabitant To this end, direct us to make 
the BLESSED VOLUME of thy inſtructive wiſdom, the never-erring 
ſquare to regulate our conduct +; the compaſs within whoſe 

t Shakeſpeare—that all comprehending genius, —in his play of Antony and Cleo- 


patra puts a ſpeech into the mouth of Antony, Act ii. Scene 3. which plainly 


ſhews that immortal Bard was one of our Brethren: 
« My Octavia, 


« Read not my blemiſhes in the world's report, 
4 I have not kept my ſquare; but that to come 
c Shall all be done by rule,” 
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(16 1 
circle we ſhall ever walk with ſafety and with peace; the infal- 


lible plumb-line and criterion of rectitude and truth! Enable us 
to fill up every ſphere of duty with exactneſs and honour ; and 


by our amiable attention to all the ſweet and bleſſed offices, the 


endearing charities of ſocial life in particular, teach us to win 
the love of thoſe who unite in thoſe tender offices with us: and 
as fathers, huſbands, friends, —as worthy en and worthy Ma- 
ſons, — to diſtinguiſh and exalt the profeſſion which we boalt ! 
And, while through thy bounty—rich Diſpenſer of every 
bleſſing our cups o'erflow with plentcouſneſs, and he, and 
corn, and oil *, delight and cheer our boards: Oh, may our full 
hearts never be wanting in gratitude, and in the voice of 
thankſgiving to Thee ; in liberal ſentiments and ſuccour towards 
every laudable undertaking ; in the quickeſt ſenſibility, and 


readieſt relief we can give to the woes and diſtreſſes of our 


fellow. creatures—of a - mankind ;—of every being, Univerſal 
Lord! who bears thy image, and looks up to thy providence ; 
who is fed by thy hand, hopes for thy future and all com- 
prehending mercy, and can and will triumphantly unite with us, 


with the general voice of Maſons and of Men, —earneſtly and 


emphatically ſaying, 
« Father of All! in every age, 
% In every clime ador'd ; 
„ By Saint, by Savage, and by Sage, 
„ Jehovah, Jove, or Lord! 
„ To Thee, whoſe temple is all ſpace, 
e Whole altar, earth, ſea, ſkies ; 
© One chorus let all Being raiſe, 
% All Nature's incenſe riſe !” 


®*. See the Ceremonial of the Dedication. 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


I is on all hands agreed, that he proper fludy of mankind 
i Man To which HisToRy—on many other accounts: 
pleaſing and profitable—is univerſally recommended, as condu- 
cive in an eſpecial manner. For from it, as from an eminence, 
we may leiſurely contemplate human nature, paſſing, as it were, 
in filent, ſolemn review before us; and may ſurvey and examine 
thoſe various and mighty revolutions which have befallen the 
different inhabitants of our globe :—a proſpect, which we are 
led. to take by a kind of natural curiofity, an innate delire to. 
know, who were our predeceſſors on that globe, and what were 
the actions and events which have dignitied and diſtinguiſhed 
their lives and characters, | OP | 
But however pleafant and uſeful this review in many re- 
ſpects, I cannot but confeſs myſelf to have been often diſ- 
appointed, and generally diſguſted, when 1 have taken it. For 
HisToRY—it muſt be owned, in its uſual painting—repreſents 
not human nature on the favourable ſide: Unfortunately we find 
it, 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


it, for the moſt part, a detail of the worſt human paſſions— 
of ambition — luſt — and avarice—ſtruggling for the maſtery ; 
trampling, in their mad conteſts, on rites the moft ſacred and 
ſocial; and ſpreading devaſtation, horror and diſtreſs on the 
wretched human race, under the conduct of a ſet of miſcreants ; 
who, ſcreened beneath the flattering and deceitful titles of heroes 
and conquerors, have been in general the ſcourge and diſ- 
grace of their ſpecies. | 

Amidſt the confuſed and blood-ſtained ſcene of their ruinous 
atchievements, it is but ſeldom that we get a peep at thoſe 
happier and nobler few, who have cultivated and encouraged the 

enerous arts of humanity and peace; who have lived but to 
bleſs and benefit their fellow-creatures; and who ſeem to have 
been born--ſages—legiſlators—civilizers—philoſophers,—to wipe 
off that opprobrium, which deſpicable AH and deſolating con- 
querors have too juſtly drawn upon their kind, Were hi/tory 
replete with the ſilent glories and varied improvements of ſuch 
truly venerable perſonages, what ſatisfaction, what perpetual + 
advantage would it impart! That it is not, — while every page 
is crimſoned with battles and blood—who can fail to admire ! 
who can withhold ſurprize, that amidſt that variety of Bio- 
rical records, wherewith ancient and modern times have abound- 
ed, no writer ſtimulated by the ſpirit of philanthropy, — 
ſhould have ſtood forth the Champion, vindicator and hiſtorian, 
of © fgctal, civilized man; the calm and candid reviewer of 
human nature, in its peaceful filent progreſs, through every ſtage 
of improvement, to high perfection in morals, and in arts; 
or in one word, in all the diſtinguiſhed bleſſings of cultivated 
life a work, which, —however to be wiſhed—remains yet 
amongſt the de/iderata of literature. 

That the Work, now propoſed to the Public, will come up 
to this idea, and fully anſwer this deſcription, is what we dare 
not preſume to affirm: the utmoſt which may be promiſed, 
and which is here very fincerely promiſed, is, that nothing ſhall 
be omitted, which attention and fidelity can effect, to render it 
adequate to the deſign; agreeable, and complete in the execu- 
tion. In the courſe of my reading for many years, I have had 


a conſtant eye to an undertaking of this kind; and though I 
| have 


ADVERTISEMENT. 


have frequently mentioned it in converſation with my literary 
friends; though I had the flattering and concurrent ſentiments 
of one of the firſt maſters of human nature reſpecting it ;— 
yet it always was rather my hope and my wiſh, that ſome able 
and ingenuous perſon would be rouzed at length to undertake it, 
than at any time my purpoſe to attempt it myſelf. Nor ſhould 
T have been induced to undertake it, I am fully perſuaded, 
had I not become a Member of * that ancient and honourable 
Society,” whoſe Hiſtory and Inſtitutions immediately confirmed 
me in my pre-conceived ideas, and fixed my reſolution to em- 
bark in the attempt, with a zealous defire and fincere wiſh at 
once to do credit—if I might—to ſo noble an inititution ;—and 
much farther ſtill, to contribute ſomething toward the general 
information and improvement of my countrymen, by opening 
to their view, at once the moſt elevating, the moſt delightful, 
and the moſt inſpiriting proſpect of mankind. 

But let me be allowed to obſerve, that though Masons, as pe- 
culiarly the patrons of ſcience, and the friends of morality, will 
conſider themſelves eminently intereſted in a work of this 
kind; yet it muſt, it will be eſteemed, as a work in 
which we are all alike intereſted as MN: for none but the 
ſtupidly ignorant, or groſsly abandoned, can be devoid of the 
laudable curioſity, to behold as in a glaſs, - Human nature—de- 
picted in its faireſt form; and to contemplate thoſe amiable and 
worthy ornaments of that nature, whoſe ſhining lives have been 
ſpent in one continued effort to poliſh, civilize, and bleſs their 


fcllow-creatures, 


Hockliffe, 8 
Aug. 1. 1776. | 0 | 
WILLIAM DODD. 


